Final Paper: Assessment Criteria
Students will be graded for their research paper through the below rubric which gives a total mark out of 100 points. Please note that this is only used for guidance. 
	POSITIVE CRITERIA
	 
90-100%
	 
85-<89
%
	 
80-<85
%
	 
75-<79
%
	 
70-<75
%
	 
65-<69
%
	 
60-<65
%
	 
Less than 60%
	
NEGATIVE CRITERIA

	Structure 
Clear Introduction which highlights objectives; parameters where appropriate; and structure.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Structure 
Unclear opening paragraphs or no introduction

	Clear conclusion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Unclear or no conclusion

	The structure of the essay follows a logical sequence and makes good use of signposting 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Paragraphs and argument do not follow a logical sequence

	Argument 
Essay provides clear answer to the questions addressed   
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Argument 
Essay does not answer the question or has little relevance to question

	Topic accurately covered in depth
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Superficial treatment or incorrect information presented

	A clear argument or synthesis exists and is supported by evidence 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No argument or synthesis is detectible 

	Ideas used analytically with originality/Independent thought
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ideas used descriptively with simple repetition of academic material

	Style and Presentation 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Style and Presentation 
Too long

	Essay is formatted and in accordance with model essay distributed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Essay is poorly formatted; no essay question ; name/ID number not present

	Systematic and relevant in-text referencing is used
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	In-test referencing and citations are insufficient or not present

	Correct in-text referencing and citation style is followed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Correct in-text referencing  and citation style is not followed

	Bibliography correctly formatted and presented
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Bibliography is either not present or is incorrectly presented

	Extensive use of suitable references and resources
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Limited or no use of references; academic literature not used; unsuitable references

	Syntax
Sentences grammatical
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Syntax
Poor syntax and difficult to understand

	Fluently written
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Difficult to read

	Adequate punctuation and spelling
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Incorrect punctuation and spellings
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